Glow Lamps

By Bill Banks

| was digging through some old photos | had frankbin the early 1990’s, and thought that an artichs
needed to explain what these things are and whgtwere used for. They were used in hospitalssastdrooms
back in the 1890’s. These are what collectorsyt@a#l Glow Lamps. On the original box it said thegre made by
H.G. McFaddin Manufacturing Company, New York. $3ed in the glass on the bases, is the pliate 1895

On the box, these were advertisedPaany Lampsor 1¢ lamp. These are about 4” in diameter at the base,
and without the globe, they were about 2 to 2 " tBhey were called Penny Lamps because theyddowin up to
200 hours on one penny’s worth of Kerosene, and bery clean and smokeless since they were todxdins
hospitals and sick rooms. As you can see in tlegsh the tiny glass burner allowed for a very $iffeine so
doctors and nurses could check on patients at nighout disturbing them. There is also a metgl that would
allow the user to adjust the wick height for smekslburning. Today, when we find these items, thest always
are missing the burners and metal wick clips. &h@®tos show what those parts look like. Theegdadre about 3”
tall and have two or three tiny protruding dimpbesthe interior of the base of the globe. Thesaaathe user to twist
the globe and lock it in place on the base.

| have seen these Lamps in many colors. Thedmdses are Amber (as shown), dark Blue, Ruby (@svs),
Clear Crystal, dark Green, and Milk Glass. Thégkwere also made in the same colors. The ChyataCones are
almost always found with a satin or frosted finidthis was done to diffuse the glare of the light.

If these were sold commercially in general statethe time, we would find more of them today.fteo
thought about why so few of exist. As they wereeatised for use in hospitals and sick rooms, wdlentricity
became available, hospitals were one of thegiestes to have it installed, and the Glow Lampsewer longer
needed. Maybe the reason why some have surviveedrarfound in old estates would be because ayangmber
may have been in the hospital, and when theydafturn home, they brought the Glow Lamp with thdmany
case, they are a small piece of history that has b&rgotten about. Hopefully this article willd@the memory
alive.










